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SUBJECT: TERRORISM: ROME AIRPORT INCIDENT 

SITUATION REPORT NO. 2 AS OF 0600 EST DECEMBER 18 

1. THE GRIM DRAMA CONTINUED TO UNFOLD AT ATHENS AIRPORT 
IN THE EARLY MORNING AS THE ARAB TERRORISTS BARGAINED 
WITH THE GREEK MINISTER OF JUSTICE FOR THE RELEASE OF 
TWO ARAB PRISONERS. THE MINISTER STOOD FIRM AND THE 
TERRORISTS MAY HAVE KILLED SEVERAL OF THE HOSTAGES, 
INCLUDING THE CO-PILOT. A WOMAN HOSTAGE WAS REPORTEDLY 
*HOT AND HER BODY LEFT ON THE RUNWAY. THE TERRORISTS 
APPARENTLY ASKED TWO OR MORE ARAB AMBASSADORS RESIDENT IN 
ATHENS TO BOARD THE PLANE AS GUARANTORS OF THEIR EVENTUAL 
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PLANE TOOK OFF WITH THE TERRORISTS AND FLEW FIRST TO 
CAIRO AND THEN TO BEIRUT, UNSUCCESSFULLY SEEKING PERMIS- 
SION TO LAND. LEBANESE AUTHORITIES ORDERED CARS PARKED 
ON THE RUNWAY AT BEIRUT AIRPORT TO PREVENT A LANDING. 

THE PLANE THEN HEADED EAST AND LANDED AT DAMASCUS SHORTLY 
BEFORE 0300 EST. 

2. EMBASSY ROME REPORTS A TOTAL OF 29 PERSONS WERE 
KILLED IN THE PAN AMERICAN 707 FIREBOMBING AT ROME 
AIRPORT; ONE PERSON REMAINS MISSING. ONLY 5 OF DEAD 
HAVE YET BEEN POSITIVELY IDENTIFIED. AMONG THE KNOWN 

VICTIMS WERE FOUR MOROCCAN OFFICIALS, THREE OF CABINET 
RANK. NUMBER OF AMERICANS DEAD NOT YET KNOWN. RUSH 
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